590 919390 999N N’a
N9°N NYO N

University of Haifa International School

Contemporary Arab Thought and Culture

Dr. Rana Zaher

Course Number: 702.2137

Class Time: Tuesdays, 12:00-15:00

Class Location: TBA

E-Mail: ranazaher@gmail.com

Course Description
This course offers an interdisciplinary overview of the central aspects of contemporary Arab
thought and culture. Based on academic research, textual and media resources, and literature from
both the Arab world and elsewhere, we will survey a number of fields relevant to an
understanding of contemporary Arab civilization: historical background, political agendas,
language varieties, literary traditions, and social constructs. The course will present ample
educational opportunities and experiences that promote analytic skills and insights into another
culture and its complexities.
Course Content
This course presents 6 generic topics and 2 classes (approximate to semester's length) will be
designated for each. The topics and their branches are detailed below:
1. History:
Introduction, history of Arab nationalism- before Islam, after Islam, Pan Arabism, Arab
Christians
2. Language:
The development of Arabic: classical Arabic, colloquial Arabic, dialects, Arabic
language, identity and politics
3. Literature:

Examples of literature of the 20™ century and different schools of literary thought

4. Religion:
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The three main religions: Islam, Christianity and Druze, religion and culture, religion and
politics

5. Gender:
Arab feminist movement, Arab women in society, literature and politics

6. Patterns of change:

Globalization processes, Arab Spring

Course Requirements:

Weekly Reading Assignments
Class Participation
Presentations

Mid-Term Exam

Final exam

Since it is an introductory course, there are no pre-requisites, and knowledge in Arab culture or
language is recommended but not necessary. Attendance is obligatory for at least 80% of the

classes. Students are expected to come to class with their own material and ready for discussion.

Assessment:
Midterm exam: 20 %
Final exam: 50%
Presentations: 10%
Paper: 20%
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This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the lecturer
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